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At present Mr. Gladstone thinks the aspect of the House of
Commons is less favourable to the measures of the Government
than that of the country.
He is painfully sensible both of the weight and of the number
of the colleagues whom he has lost. He may, however, observe,
with all respect, that there is no statesman among them of the long
and dignified experience, of the singularly calm and balanced tem-
per, of Lord Granville,1 and that, of practical knowledge and ex-
perience of Ireland, Lord Spencer2 has a larger share, than all other
living statesmen of all parties put together. Nor can he avoid
referring to the prevalent belief that Lord Carvarvon8 is not in
the same absolute opposition as many others, to the present
Irish policy.
Mr. Gladstone is profoundly sensible that he has been acting all
along under an immense responsibility. From his point of view,
however, the responsibility of the dissentient ex-Ministers is not
less but even greater. Time will decide between them. In the mean-
time it will continue to be as it has been his desire, and to the
best of his imperfect powers his studious care, to avoid exaggerat-
ing the difficulties of a great controversy by faults of temper, or
by carelessness or want of scruple in language in the promotion of
a cause where both parties desire to consolidate and strengthen
the unity of the Empire, while each is distinctly of opinion that
the policy of the other tends to enfeeble and to sap it.
Mr. Gladstone is most humbly sensible of Your Majesty's desire
to give an unvarying constitutional support to those who may
have the honour to be Your Majesty's advisers, and he fully
enters into Your Majesty's expression of pain on this occasion,
which nothing, as he trusts, will be done on his part to aggravate.
1306            General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. May 8. 1886.
I have given your book* to The Queen who desires me to thank
you for it. She had been expecting it since her conversation with
you. . . .
1 Colonial Secretary.
* Lord President of the Council.
* Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland in Lord Salisbury's Government.
* Henry Bazely, the Oxford Evangelist: a Memoir, by E. L, Hicks (afterwards
Bishop of Lincoln).